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Iwill give unto this laſt even as unto thee. 
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One Be e, which was us d by the Prieſt, with the ; 


— till the Perſon come to the Bleſſed Sacrament | | 
of the Lord's Supper. „ | 
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To the Honour'd 


|] 50 HN COURTENAT, Eſq; 
50 a s | 9 
1 of Molland, Devon. 


Honourd 8 IR, 


HO the Fairneſs of your Fortune, the 
Ancientnefs of your Family, the No- 

A. blezneſs of your Deſcent and Extraction; 
your Accompliſhments, Natural and Acquired, 
your Learning, Wiſdom, and Conduct, have 
drawn upon you the Eyes of ſo many of the 
Weſtern Gentry, and made you ſo Lov'd, and 
Valud; and Honour'd by them het there is ſome- 
thing elſe, that makes you ſo valu'd in mine, 
as to be willing to derive upon my ſelf the Honour 
of dedicating this occaſional Diſcourſe to you : 1 
mean, your ſteady Zeal and Love, for your De- 
"——== _ 


— . 


Ihe Epiſtle Dedicator. 
ſpiſed and Afflicted Mother the Church of Eng- 
land, as /he ſtands upon the old Foundation and 
Eſtabliſhment - And your deſire that we of the 
Clergy ſhould do our utmoſt to tranſmit her down 
to Poſterity, and the next Age, with all the 
Principles and Practiſes of I ruth and: Righs 
teouſneſs. 
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Theſe are the Things that make me willing 
fo take this occaſion to tell you and the World, 


that I am, 

SIR), 
St. Barthol. 2 
Day. 1700. 5. 


Your Affectionate Honourer, 


4 __ 

2 * 
3 4 

8 

> * 1 

> 

— EH 

I 

- 

A p 

8 

63.2 2 

Bene; 7 

ABR 

IF 

8 

8 
8 0 . 

12 34 
8 

1 8 

1 

£28 . 

2 

17 — 

bo 

Fr 

3 f - K 

75 io \ 
* = * : a 

8 f 

8 

** 

n 

3 

ME 

JE 

DO 

ST x 
Ss 

8 f 


Baptiſm of one of Riper Years. 


——— 


. 


—_ 


2 TIM. il Ixix. Latter part of the Verſe. 


Let every one that nameth the name of 
Cbriſt, depart from iniquity. 


< HE Words of the Text, need but little open- 
ing or Explzcation : But they need a greater 
and a more Faithful Conſideration from the 
oreateſt part of the Chriſtian World. 

They indeed Infinitely concern not only the Pious 
and Devout Perſon, who has juſt now received the 
Holy Sacrament of Baptiſm ; and is now happily Seal- 
ed to the day of Redemption : But they equally concern 
every one of us here preſent, who received it long 


lince. 


TT So 
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So long ſince, That ſome of us may ſeem to look F 
upon it, as a thing out of date with us wow: As if 
we were no longer obliged by it, or obligd to conſi- 
der it. 
As if becauſe tis ſo long ſince we received it, we xo 
longer apprehend our ſelves, to be under a ſtrict Obli- 
gation, to act ſuitably to the Vows and Promiſes we 
then made when we were Admitted into Covenant with 
(rod. 5 
So long ſince, That we may ſeem to think, That to 
Renounce the World, Fleſh, and Devil; To Believe in 
God ;To obey his Sacred Mill; To keep his Holy Command- 
ments; (and by ſo doing to perform our Part of the 
Covenant of Grace ) only concern'd us, when we 
were Children: But that now we are too diſcreet 
and aged, to Conſider theſe things. 5 
To conſider them I mean, with a tender Thonght, 
and an affectionate Spirit; like thoſe who are in good 
earneſt with God, and their own Souls; and have 
got any Comfortable ground of Hope of a Bleſt. and 
Joyful Reſurrect ion, and a lovely Immortality. 
And yet all the while expect God ſhould perform his 
Part of the Covenant, (That is, Gize us pardon of Sin, 
Grace and Glory) while we may be apt to think our 
{elves, either too Old or too Great, too Wiſe, or too 
Good to perform ours: or while we name the Name of 
Chriſt, to depart from Iniquity. 
That we ſhould have ſuch Glorious Hopes laid be- 
tore us, by the Revelation of the Goſpel and our Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity ; That our future Expectations 
ſhould be jo. Great, and we ſhould be content to do IPI 
ſo Little for them: That our Reward ſhould be /o 
Great, ai d our Work ſhould be jo Little ; 9 
| 3 | | | tile 
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Little ſhould be more than we ſhould be content to 
do: Theſe are Things that are never enough conſi- 
dered by the prophane and careleſs part of the World: 
And it really deſerves to be lamented with Tears o 
Blood, That men ſhould look for ſo much, and do ſo 


Little. 


And eſpecially, it deſerves to be ſo lamented by 
them, whoſe Guilty Conſcience ſpeaks them to be 
concerned, that they will expect millions of Years 
and Ages of Glory, and yet will not be prevaild upon, 
or perſwaded to depart from Iniquity for a ſhort Life : 
That Iniquity for which they have an affection and 
a Kindneſs. 

That they ſhould ame the Name of Chriſt; Hope for 
Glorious things at his Hands; Expec# all the Benefits 
of his Death and Sufferings; Look for no leſs at his 
Hands, than Crowns and Kingdoms, Happineſs and 
Glory for all Ages; and He all this while deſire but 
one thing of them ¶ their departure from iniquity ] and 
this be more than they be content to do! 

Certainly let a Heart be as ſtory as it will, as Hard, 


as we can Imagine; yet if it be but conſidered a Little, 


it uſt be, it can be no longer, unbrolen, unmelted, 


unrelenting, when it obſerves that it expects ſo much; 
and yet is not content to do ſo Little for Immortality; 
as to depart from Iniquity. 1 


From the Words, to make them the more ſuitable 


to the preſent occaſion; the more uſeful to the beſt 


ends of Salvation; to all the Purpoſes of a Chriſtian, 


I ſhall lay down . this very plain and general 
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That no Man truly anſwers the Deſign of the Goſpel, 
of his Baptiſmal Covenant, or Holy Profeſſion; or Anſwers 
the ends of his Creation here, but he that moſt ſincerely 
departs from all known Iniquity and Sin. 


I (hall ſtay but a little to Confirm and Illuſtrate the 
Propoſition from Scripture, and a Rational Thought 


or two from it; and then I will ſo take it abroad in- 


to ſeveral parts and inſtances of Application, to each 
particular Soul ; that every one may ſee himſelf in 


it: See what he has been doing ſince he came from 
the Waters of Baptiſm : See his own Caſe ; his own + 


Sin; or his own Duty, . 8 
But I muſt firſt ſtop a little to eſtabliſh the Doctrine. 
That he that departs not ſincerely from Iniquity, 

does not anſwer the Ends of his Creation here, evi- 

dently appears in Scripture. Thus 1/4. 43. 7. I erea- 
ted man for my Glory, ſays God. 

Now nothing 1s a greater diſhonour to him, than 
Iniquity and Sin: He is of purer eyes than to behold 
it: And an infinitely greater Prophet even our Bleſſed 
Saviour ſays, that tis by our Light ſhining before men, 
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and their ſeeing aur good works, our Works of Purity, | 


Probity, and Sanctity of Life; that we glorifie our Father 


which is in Heaven, St. Mat. 5.16. 

Thus evident at firſt fight is it, That without a 
moſt fincere departure from iniquity, we do not an- 
{wer the ends of our Creation here ; or bring in our 
Creatour that glory, which he expects but a little 
while from us, that he may take occaſion to glorifie 
us for ever. =: 

\ 


And 


— Fes Fans — ae 


E 


* 


Nane of Riper Tears, | 


7 


And here methinks the very firſt Branch of the Do- 
ctrine, duly conſidered, and in a cloſe and piercing 
Thought turn d inward; ſhould infinitely zelt and 
break the hard and ſtony Heart, of the eng Sin- 
ner. 

Say Chriſtian, would you be content to have this 
ſaid or remembred of you at the Reſurrection, That 
you were not content to anſwer the ends of your 


Creation here, for a little while; that you might be 
ſafe and happy for a»l/rons of Tears and Ages ? 


Would you really be content to have this ſaid or 
remembred of you, when the cold ſweat ſhall ſit up- 
on your Brows, and an old Friend, or the Wife of 
your Boſom, or your diſconſolate and ſighing Chil- 
dren, ſhall come and drop a tear upon your Bed-fide ; 
that you would not ſo far anſwer the ende of your 
Creation here, as to depart from from your Iniquity, 
till your iniquity departed from jon, and you could no 
longer act it? I 

Would you have it ſaid or remembred of you, when 
the crowns and palms of Eternity come to be diſpoſed 
of; and the vacant Seats of faln Angels come to be 
flf'd up, That you would not glorifie your God for a 
day; tho you expected to be glorified by him for ever ? 

To be a little more particular : 

Would you be content to have 1t ſaid or remembred 
of you at the Reſurrection; That your departure 
from Injuftice, and your Reſtitution for every known 
Act of it, could only fit you, (thro the merits of the 
holy Jeſus) for the ſociety of the Spirits of Juſt Men 
made perfect; but you would not glorifie your God 
by this? You would not by ſo doing anſwer your Savi- 
ours Deſigns and Ends, in calling you to the knowledge 
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of his Grace and Faith fs him? You would not let 
him ſee the pleaſure of the Lord proſperin his hands, 
(Ja. 53. 10.) no; twas more than you were content 


ro do. 


Say Chriſtian, and ſay truly, would you be content 
then, to have it ſaid or remembred of you, That where- 
as your departure from uncharitableneſs, bitterneſs, and 
#mplacableneſs of Spirit, could only (by the merits of 
your Lord) fit you for the ſociety of charitable St. Ste- 
ver: But that this too was more than you wete con- 
tent to do? 

Or, That whereas your departure from all degrees 
and inſtances of Adultery, Impurity, and UOncleanneſs, 
could only fit you (thro thoſe merits) for the ſociety 

of chaſt Foſeph; the chaſt and holy Virgin Mother ; 
yet, (tho convinc'd of this) to offer up to God that 
moſt acceptable Sacrifice of ſuch a departure; and « 
chaſt Life, was more than you would be content to 
do? | 8 
Or, Would you have it ſaid or remembred of you at 
the Reſurrection, That whereas your ſincere Depar- 
ture from intemperance, could only fit you for the ſo- 
ciety of theſe abſtemious Souls, where they (now) 
neither eat nor drink; yet, that this too was more 


than you were content to do. 


Say Chriſtian, and conſider it with a broken, a re- 
lenting, and a contrite Heart, a heart tenderly touchd 
with penitential Grief and Love, could you then be con- 
tent to have his ſaid or remembred of you, touching 
any ſin whatever : 5 


Eſpecially 
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of one of Riper Tears. 


Eſpecially, could you be content to have ſuch a re- 
port of you, among all the wiſeſt and the beſt Beings 
of the. upper lovely Regions, for the ſake of your pe- 
culiar Sin, be it what it will? | 
Ah no: much leſs will you ſay, you'd be content 
to have it ſaid of you, when the whole World ſhall 
ſtand trembling and quaking before the Throne of 
God, and hearken each minute when the Come ye Bleſ- 
ſed, or the Go ye Curſed, ſhall end the Buſineſs of the 


great Day. 


And if you ſincerely think you ſhould not: If you 
ſee plainly you do not anſwer the Ends of your Crea- 
tion here, without a moſt ſincere Departure from all 
known Iniquity, O what can the advantage, the plea- 


| fare, the hope, the deſire, the fear be, that ſhall ow 


keep you a day longer in it! 
And as little as you anſwer the Ends of zour Creation 


Here, without ſuch a Departure, ſo little roo do you 


anſwer the Deſigns of the Goſpel, and of your own 
profeſſion of him, who came to bleſs us in turu- 
ing us away from our Iniquities, Acts 3. 26. Who came 
not to call the righteous but ſinners to repentance: And 
who came to Redeem us from all Iniquity, and to purifie 
to himſelf a peculiar people zealous of good works. Tit. 


2. 14. 


And this fully proves my Doctrine. 
But Iwould giveit a more pathetic Turn:and leave upon 
your tendereſi Thoughts, (and eſpecially upon the bleed- 
ing Heart of the careleſs Sinner; of him that 
himſelf and goes on in any one known wiltul Sin, not- 


withſtanding his Baptiſmal Vow and Covenant . 
; 18 
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his God ; ) Theſe foe following Inſtances of cloſer 
Exhortation, and Applications Perſwaſive. 


I. 


You expect nuch from him who has done and ſuf- 
fered much for you. If ſo, let no profitable, no advan- 
tageous Sin, whatever, hinder your quick departure 
from all Iniquity, as he defires and demands of you. 


II. 


If you expect nuch from him, who has done and 
ſuffered uch for you, let no temptation to Delights or 
Pleaſures, hinder a ſpeedy departure from Iniquity ; 
as he defires of you. | 


ITI. 


You ſay, you humbly expect nuch from him who 


has done and ſuffered auch for you. If you do, then 


let no creditable, honourable, or faſhionable Sin; no temp- 
tation from Applauſe, or the little noiſes of the World, 
hinder ſuch a quick departure. 


IV. 


You expect much ( you ſay) from him, who has 
done and ſuffered uch for you: If ſo, let no defrres, 
hopes, or fears, from a dying World, hinder your ſpee- 
dy departure from all Iniquity ; as he defires and de- 
mands of you. RO 


V. and 


or — 
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V. and Laſtly. 


If you expect much from him, who has already ſuf- 
fered and done fo much for you, reſolve to be dead to 


every thing that will hinder your quick and reſol- 
ved departure from Iniquity; as he deſires and demands 


of you. 


I. Jon expect much from him, who has done and 


ſuffered much for you. If ſo, let no Profitable, no Ad- 


vantageous Sin whatever, hinder your quick departure 


from all Iniquity, as he deſires and demands of you. 


That an exceeding and an eternal Weight of Glory 
ſhould not be thought enough to out-weigh a little un- 
lawful, or unjuſt Advantage here, in a dying World, 
is a reproach to thy Reaſon and thy Conſideration. 

That Rivers of Joy, that are to have no interrup- 
tion, abatement, or end, ſhould not be more valued 
than the pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon, is a like reproach 
upon humane Underſtanding. 

That Men ſhould not be content to be watchful and 
wary, and circumſpect, for ſuch a futurity, is a down- 


right Argument of Unbelief, or Inconfideration ;, or 
want of Underſtanding, or of Courage, or of humble 


and holy Reſolutions. 
That a creditable, or faſhionable Sin, or the opinions, 
and honours, and voice of the World, ſhould, 
be more coveted by us, than the ſubſtantial Glorygs of 
Eternity, more than the Voice and Applauſe of God 
and Angels, and a good Report of us in the upper 
World, among the wiſeſt and * beſt Beings, is 2 
1 ther 
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ther evident Reproach upon human Reaſon and Un- 


— 


derſtanding, and Wiſdom, and Sagacity. 


That any defrres, or hopes, or fears, ſhould be ſtron- 


ger with us, that relate to a dying World, than thoſe 
that relate to a never dyirg Eternit), is a like Reproach 
upon human Undlerſtanding. 


But come Chriſtian, whatever the reſt of the world 
intend to do, let me ſpeak to. you in particular, and 


prevail with you in particular, to conſider ; (and to 


conſider it too like one that owns he has ſomething 
ro win or loſe beyond the Grave; that has Eternity 
at ſtake ; that has a Crown of Glory to win or loſe: 
one that is in good earneſt with his Soul, and hum- 
bly in good earneſt with his God: To conſider it 


like one that would be ſafe for ever, happy for ever.) 


That you ſhould expect ſo much from bin, who has 
done and ſuffered ſo much for jon; and yet after all his 
deſires and demands, and your own promiſes, you 
ſhould ever permit a temptation to unjuſt Advantage to 
hinder your ſincere departure from Iniquity; is a diſ- 
mal conſideration. : „ 
And yet not to ſit ſo much at a diſtance from the 
World as this comes to, is the plain cauſe of all the 


Tjuſtice, all the lamentabe Negle@s of Reſtitution; all 


the Deceit, and all the Fraud, and all the ſcandalous 
want of Probity and Integrity in the World. 

Blefled Jeſu! ſay, That I ſhould have a Kingdom, 
an eternal Kingdom, promiſed me upon my departure 
from Injuſtice, or the advantageous Sin; and I ſhould 
have promiſed to do it too; and yet that this ſhould 
be more than I ſhould be content to do. 


When 


8 
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When you have warm'd your heart a little, and 
made it tender and affectionate, with this conſideration, 
and given it a turn or two in your Thoughts; then 
I hope my firſt uſe will figd a little room there, till it 
imprint a Reſolution. 


2. Hon expect much from him, who has done and ſuf- 
+ fered much for you, let no temptation to Delights or Plea- 
Pires, hinder your ſpeedy departure from Iniquity , as he 
1 deſires of you. | 


That the pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon, ſhould be 
thought more chuſable, than the pleaſures of Eternity ; 
than all the future Hopes and Expectations which 
7 ſo many wiſe, and great, and good Men, have been 
content to die for; I mult ſtill ſay is a reproach upon 
:. human Reaſon and Underſtanding. 


And oh that you ſhould not have courage and firm- 

eſs of Mind enough; Reſolution enough, and Humi- 

lity enough, and Conſtancy enough, to act ſuitably to 

that Reaſon and Perſwaſion of yours, that ſets it right 
enough upon your thoughts. . 

No: The next temptation ſhall prevail with ſome, 

as ſurely, as if there were neither Truth nor Reaſon 
in all this. 


Bleſſed Jeſu! (ſay upon this Thought, with tears 
in thy Eyes, with a tender Spirit, and a relenting Heart: ) 
That thou ſhould'ſt put my Faith and Love but upon 
2 little tryal, by a temptation now and then; and 
deſire my reſiſtance and oppoſition : #nd this ſhould be 
more than I ſhould be content to give! | 

- C 2 That 
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"tas choke ſhouldeſt ſometimes put my Faith and Ties 


upon a little Tryal, by a Temptation from any of the 
unlawful Riches, Pleaſures, or Hozonrs of a dying 
World; and demand and defire of me a brave, and 
a generous, and a Chriſtian Oppoſition, and a noble 
Demonſtration of my Fidelity to thee - And this 
{hould be more, than I ſhould be content to ſhew 
And more than that, forget fo often, what we recipro- 
cally promiſed each other, in the holy Covenant of 
Baptiſm! 


No man can weigh this, reflect on this, and 
conſider the ingratitude of this, but muſt needs ſee it, 
and obſerve it, with a relenting Spirit, breathing out 
into Sighs, or diſſolving into Tears. 


And O that your Spirit would continue thus tender 
and affectionate all along, home to the next tempta- 
tion, and from that to the end of your Days; till you 
have laid aſide your buſineſs here, and have given way 
to the next Age. 


3. You ſay you humbly expect much from him, who 


has done and ſuffered much for you. If you do, then let 


no creditable, honourable, or faſhionable Sin; no tempta- 
tion from Applauſe, or the little Noiſes of the World, bin- 
der ſuch a quick departure from Iniquity. 


Rather than be led to any fin, by any temptation 
from Honour or Applauſe, or any fears of reproaches, 
leſening or contempt, (which are but inſtruments of 
Hmili ) ch that the ſerious and devout Chriſtian, 
would aiways be content to ſtay for his Glory, till he 
| come 
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come to the ſubſtantial Honours of Ecernity : And the 


only valuable Glory and Applauſe of well done good 


and faithful Servant. This indeed is an honour worth 
dying for: Oh let us all along think it worth living 


for. And for no Diſgraces, or Reproaches, be aſna- 


med or affraid to do our Duty. 

For no Revilings, or Deriſiont, Scoffs, or Scorns, 
from an invidious World, be aſhamed, or affraid, to 
preſerve a Conſcience void of offence towards God and 
man, 


To this end let us conſider, and be often conſider- 


ing him, who enaured the contradictions of Sinners a- 


gainſt himſelf. Heb. 12. 3. Who for the joy that was ſet 
before him, endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame. 


And have we no Glorys, no Joys, ſet before ug? 
None that are worth a little enduring the contraclictivn 
of Sinners ? . 
Have we no Joys, no Glorys fet before us, that are 
worth all the diſhonours that can befall us, for a re- 


ſolved Integrity, and a Chriſtian Life? 


Have we no Glories ſet before us, that are great 


enough to keep us cloſe to our Dutys, to our God, 


our ſelves, and Neighbours; and to make us tender 
and ſenſible enough to depart from theſe briquitzes, 
that are a bar to thefe Glories; tho we ſhould be re- 
viled and deſpiſed for it ? | E 
Yes, we have. And oh that you had firmneſs of 
Mind, and ſtrength of Reſolution enough, to keep 


the Senſe and Hopes of them, warm upon your Souls 


and spirits, in the very next Temptation; and from 


that, all along, till yon enter vpon a new and unknown 


State 
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"ts and Condition and had once ſeen what the 
next ſcene of things will prove to be. 


Ton expect much ( you ſa fa % from him, who "A 
1 and ſuffered much for gou - 1 ſo, let no dleſires, 
hopes, or fears, from a dying World, hinder your wery 
ſpeedy Departure from 5. hnown Tniquity : ; as he en- 
dearingl deſires and demands of uu. 


None of theſe things move me, ſays St. Paul; fo] 


may finiſh my courſe with joy. 
They are the confeſſorian Words 4 the Bleſſed 


Apoltle, iſſuing from the Spirit of Martyrdom, when 


he was told that Afflictions awaited him, if he did 


go up to Jeruſalem, Acts 20. 22, 23, 24. None of theſe 
things move me, neither count I my life dear to we, ſo 1 


may frniſh my way with joy. 


And have you (Chriſtian) have you no courſe to 
be finiſp d 2 And are you not willing t to finiſh it with 
Joy? 

If ſo; O let none of theſe things #10ve jou: move 
you ſo as to move you off from a ſteady Piety, a 
chriſtian Courſe ; or off from your Reſolutions to 
depart from all known Tniquity, 

Let no hopes, or fears, or defires, move you ſo, till 
you once ſee the everlaſting Doors opened. 

Till you ſee once what you will be let into, by the 
throwing ope the Door of Eternity. 

Till you ſee what your new and unknown World 
3s; till you once ſee what that State is, which ſo ma- 


ny Wiſe and good Men have been content to live, and 


content 


of one of Riper Tears. 
content to die for. What you your ſelf have faſted, 


prayed, denyed your felf, and given Alms for; panted, 
fighed, and langniſbed for. | 


Till then, Oh that with a clear Departure from all 
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| 1 
Iniquity, from every thing deny d you by yourSaviour, 
: you'd let none of thoſe things move you; nor deſrres, nor 
1] hopes, nor fears; that ſo you too (even you in par- 
' 3 ticular) may finiſh your courſe with joy; and take a fair 
leave of an invidious World, and enter upon a bleſſed 
FJ Scene of Things. 
| And, I know, you are he that defires it; you are he 
| JF that ſometimes ſay, you deſire nothing more, than to 
* AF fiſh your conrſe with joy. Come, let them not then 
= mode you, till you have happily ſo done; till your Sun 
be ſet,” and your day over, and you have given way 
to the next Age. 
ö of 
5. If you expect much from bim, who has already done 
and ſuffered much for you, reſolve to be dead to every 
thing, that will hinder your quick and reſolved Departure 
0 from Iniquity; as your dearest Lord affectionately deſires 
} | and demands of you. | 
| 1 have ſworn and Iwill perform it, that I will keep 


thy righteous judgments, ſaid the Pſalmiſe, Plal. 119. 


E 1 106. 


Well, you have ſworn it too; you have ſworn it in 
your Baptiſm : you have ſworn it ſince that too; you 
have ſworn it in your communicatings, or your renewals 


of your Covenant with God, in the Bleſſed Sacrament - 
| the 
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the Altar, and in your many other Vows and Promiſes 
to him. 5 


Come, at length perform it: Your Sun will quickly 

be ſet, and your Day will quickly be over; and your 
Faith and Love will be tryed but a little longer. Tis 
but a very little while that you'l be try d, whether 
Fou have Faith and Love, Courage and Reſolution, Self- | 
Denial, and Mortification enough, Care enough, and 
Fidelity enough, to depart from Iniquity. I mean, from 
that Iniquity for which you have noſt a Hindu ſa. Oh 
come then with a firmneſs of Mind, and ſtrength of 
Reſolution, and with an unmoveable bravery of Soul, 
and a touch of the Spirit of Martyrdom, ſay with the 

reſolved Pſalmiſt, I have ſworn, and I will perform it, 
that Iwill keep thy righteous Judgements. 1 


And go, carry this holy Reſolution all along be- 
fore you; let it be ever uppermoſt in your thoughts t 
when a temptation comes, come from what quarter it 
will ; till the labour of your Day be all finiſh'd, with 4 
an enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. | 


Thus much of my Uſes. . | { 


But perhaps after all this, ſuch may be thy ſtony, Ia 
thy hard Heart, thy careleſs and inconſiderate Temper, fr 
unaccuſtomed to tender Reflections on the caſe of 
thy Soul, and ſuch thy unrelenting Spirit, that noth- 
ing of all this will 12 you, tho you name the 
Name of Chriſt, to depart from Iniquity: No Hopes or 
Expectations, no Terrours of the Lord will perſt wade you : 
no Loves, conſtrain you to depart from it. 


But 
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But, upon the next Temptation, you'l yield as cer- 
tainly as ever, and comply; tear your Crown, hazard 
your Immortality ; and ſet your ſelf back, in your Ac- 
counts for Eternity. 


Well, be it ſo, if it muſt be ſo, a little longer. 

But then Ile tell you, what will perſwade you to 
depart from Iniquity: even that Iniquity of yours that 
I am diſſwading you from: your peculiar Iniquity I 
mean, in which you are ſo willing to be excuſed, and 
from which you are ſo loath to be divorc d. 


1. An acute and ſharp Pain will alter your opinion 
of it, and perſwade you to depart from it. 

2. A very great and heavy Affliction, will be ſure to 
do the ſame. 


3. The cold and dying Sweats, that you ſhall have, 
to try to beat off a ſpot of Phlegm from the Lungs, but 
all in vain: This will firſt alter your opinion of it, 
and then make you perſwaded to depart from it. 


4. The Arch-Angels Trump ; the voice, and noiſe, and 
ſound of which, ſhall mingle with the crack and the 
noiſe of the diſſolving World. Theſe will be ſure to 


alter your opinion of; it, and perſwade you to depart 


from it. 


And if theſe will, why will you not be perſwaded io 
depart moſt fincerely from it now, while you can ſhew 
moſt of your Love, and moſt of your Obedience ? 
Now, while you can be tempted? Now, when you can 
ſhew moſt of your Choice, of your Fidelity and your 
Conſtancy. D Now, 
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Now, while you can beſt demonſtrate, that youare 
content that Heaven ſhall coſt you ſomething. | 


But, if after all that I have ſaid, you will ſtill name 
the Name of Chriſt, and not depart from Iniquity; own 
your Baptiſmal Vow and Covenant, and not depart 
from it; Renew that Covenant often in the other Bleſ- 
ſed Sacrament, and ſtill not depart from Iniquity; if you 
will not anſwer the Ends of your Creation here, or be 


mov'd by the Calls of Agonizing , Bleeding, Dying 


Love; if you will not ſo uſefully and acceptably Grieve, 
that you have grieved the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you 


were ſeal d to the day of Redemption ;, as in all ſincerity 


to depart from Iniquity, as you promifed you would in 
both Sacraments ; in your admiſſion into the Covenant 
firſt, and your frequent Renewing of it fince : If you! 
expect to be Glorify d by God for ever, and not be 
content to glorifie him for a ent: If you expect he 
ſhould hear your voice at the Reſurrection, ( beg- 
ging one of the Crowns and Palms of Eternity) and 
yet you not reſolved to hear his voice now. Then let 
me but leave Two Things upon your tendereſt 


Thoughts, and I have done. 


You that would put it off,drive it off a little longer, 
till perhaps it be come to thoſe days, that lie upon 
your hands, and are good for nething : (and yet be 
thought good enough for God) one of theſe Two De- 
partures, will ſhortly be your lot and portion : Either, 


1. A depart from me ye Curſed; Or, 


2. An acceptably fincere, and ſeaſonable Departure 


—_ 
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from Iniquity, will be remembred of you, when that 
Sentence ſhall be denounced on others. | 


Either ( 1.) A depart frome me ye Curſed : Depart 


from thee, O Jeſu! whither, oh whither, ſhall that 
wretched Soul betake it felf ? i 


Where ſhall he go for an Advocate, a Mediator, an 
Taterceſſour £ Where ſhall he find Eaſe, or Peace, or 
_ Conſolation ? Z 


To whom ſhall he go for one to make the noſt and 
the beſt of his poor Services? (a thing the Holy Jeſus 
is yet ready to do for you, if thoſe Services have been 
the conſequence of your Departure from Iniquity, and 
proceed from a loving, willing Spirit, with purity of 
Intention aiming at his Glory, Love, and Obedience.) 


But come, Chriſtian, the ſecond of theſe Departures, 
even that of the Text, is once more put to thy choice: 
Once more deſired and demanded of you; That the other 
Dreadful one may never be your lot and portion. 


O let no Temptation be too ſtrong for theſe holy Fears 
any more. 1 


Let none be too ſtrong for thy holy Hopes anx 


more. 


But carry on the great Buſineſs of thy Soul with a 
faithful Hearr, and an upright Spirit ; a generous Re- 
ſolution, and a Chriſtian Courage; a ſtrong Prepara- 
tion of Mind, for a great many Enemies, a great many 

1 D 2 Reproaches 
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Reproaches and Scorns, and a great many Tempta- 
tions. EE — 

With a conſtant and undaunted Love of Sanctity, 
Purity, Regularity, and Probity of Life; an equally ! 
undaunted Abhorence of, and Departure from Iniquity; {| 
a conſtant Deadzeſs to all other Perſwaſions, till all be 
finiſh'd and over, in a holy Life and happy Death - 
After which, and a bleſſed and joyful Reſurrection; 
we ſhall for ever ſit above the reach of Doubts, and 
Fears, and Enemies, and Temptations, and Diſſatisfa- 
ctions, and Scruples of Conſcience, and Sickneſs and 
Death, and every thing that's uneaſie here; and ſhall 
have a clarity of Underſtanding, that ſhall fit us to ex- 
change excellent Notions with the Angels; and ſhall 
have all the groſs Suffufions of Hopes and Fears, and 
[ntereits, and efrres, and Paſſions, (which ſometimes 
caſt a miſt before the Eyes of thoſe that are ty'd down 
to converſe and be ruffled with a tumultuous and in- 
___ ezvidious World) all done away: and ſhall Live, and 

Love, and Reign, with the Beatified Spirits of the up- 
per lovely Regions; and with them ſing Hullelyjahs 
to him that ſits on the Throne, and the Lamb, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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14 prayer before the Suſception of the Sacra- 
1 of Baptiſm by one of Riper Years. 


Y | To be uſed either by himſelf alone , or by the Prieſt with 


him, and for him. 


In 2 of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, - 
„„ : 
Bleſſed be the Holy and undivided Trinity, Amen. 


O Holy and Eternal Jeſu, who in thy own Perſon 

wert pleaſed to ſanctiſie the Waters of Baptiſm ; and 

I by thy Inſtitution and Command, didſt make them eſſect u- 

d al to the Excellent purpoſes of thy Grace and Mercy; Be 

'S pleaſed to veriſie the Holy effects of Baptiſm, on this thy | 

n Servant | on me thy unworthy Servant] who deſrres to 

* have His Her, My] Name dedicated to Thee, in that 

d Bleſſed Sacrament And enable Him Her, Me] with 

%% Grace, to verifie all his Her, My] Promiſes,by which: 

Js he | She, II will be obliged, when Thou ſhalt have made 

er him Her, Me] thy own Portion and Relative, in the Con- 
ſummation of Holy Covenant. 

Bleſſed Lord, be pleaſed to give Him [Her, Me] That 

Faith and that Repentance ; That unfeigned Renunciation 
of the World, Fleſh and Devil, and All the Sins and Ini- 
quities, to which they ſhall allure Him | Her, Me] and 

A Tempt Him | Her, Me] off from Thee. 

Give Him Her, Me] That acceptable Devotion, thoſe 
fixt Reſolutions of Obedience and Love to thee, that may 
truly fit Him | Her, Me] for a worthy Participation of this 
Bleſſed Sacrament, by which He L She] I deſire ] deſires 


to 
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to be admitted into thy Church, to be ſealed to the day of 
Redemption, and be conſigned to the Mercies and the 
Glories of Etermty. 

O let that Spirit which moves upon theſe Holy Waters, | 
never be abſent from Him, Her, Me] But call upon 
Him Her, Me] by a Perpetual Argument, and daily 
Sollicitations; to Purity and Probity and Sanfity of 
Life: That He [She, I] may never ſtam the Holy I 
Robes, or make any diſmal Receſſions from His, [Her, My] 
Baptiſmal Innocence; But for ever walk worthy of the 
Vocation wherewith He [She, I am) 7s called. 

That ſo living an acceptably Holy Life, in the Commu- 
nion of Saints, He She, II may, by the Anſwer of a good 
Conſcience, pleaſe Thee, and glorifie Thy Name; and do 
Honour to thy Holy Religion, and Inſtitution in this 
World; and may at laſt, through thy Merits, Satisfaction 
and Interceſſion receive the Bleſſings, and the Rewards 
of it, in the upper, lovely Regions. = 

And after a few more Conflits here, with. Enemies and 
Temptations, Doubts and Fears, Sin and Miſery; He 
[She, II nay expire into the element of Love, and be 
ix preſented to God, pure and ſpotleſs, by the Blood of the 
| Lamb. In whoſe Name and Words, We [I] thus humbly 

beg all this: Our Father, &c. — 
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A Prayer after the Suſception of the Holy 


Sacrament of Baptiſm, by one of Riper 


Years: To be uſed all along, till the Per- 
ſon come to the Bleſſed Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. _ 


* 


O Holy Jeſur, who aide fulfil ll Righteonſweſe,. 


and diſt live a Life of Evenneſs and Obedience, 
ſubmitting thy ſelf to all the Rites and SanFions Cj Di- 


vine Ordinance; Give me Grace to live in the Fellow- 


hip of thy Holy Church (who haſt in munch Mercy to me, 


brought me in at the eleventh Hour of the Day) a Life 
of acceptable Probity and Sanctity, receiving the ſweet in- 
fluence of Thy Sacraments and Rites, and living in the 
Purities and Innocencies of my Baptiſmal San@ification. 

J Adore thy infinite Goodneſs, That Thou haſt at laſt 
been pleaſed to waſh my Soul in the Laver of Regenerati- 


on, and conſigned me to a Participation of thy Love and 


Favour, by that Bleſſed Sacrament. 

DO let me not return to the Infirmities of the old man, 
whom thou haſt Crucified on thy Croſs, and who was bu- 

ried with Thee in Baptiſm: nor renew the Crimes and 

Follies of my ſinſul gears; nor make any ſad Receſſions 


from my Baptiſmal Purities, but let me ever receive the 


Emiſſions of Thy Divine Spirit; and for ever remain a 


Child of Thine, a Partner of Thine immortal Inheritance: 

And when Thou ſeeſt it needful, let me receive Teſtimony 

from Heaven, that I am thy Servant and Thy Child. 
Bleſſed Feſu | Grant that I who have now put Thee on 


by Baptiſm, may ſo acceptably follow Thy Example; that 


T may be made like unto Thee: That I who am Baptiz'd, 


may 
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neither <difrepute the Honour of the Chriſtian Iuſtiintion; 


ver ftain the whiteneſs of that Innocence, which v bun di? Wl 


LY 
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moeſt uy Soul withall, when I put om the Bapts 


— 


*  _ *, Inheritance which thou. haſt given me by Promiſe and by - 


| Grace: But that thou mayſt love me with the love of 4 
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